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| F Two of the Moſt Eminent | 
Lord Chancellors, &c. 


S IX, 


T is certain, that there are in all Coun- 
tries juſt Satiriſts, as well as a low Race 
of Men called Libellers, the latter (who + 

J are naturally Enemies to the leaſt Species of 

> _ extraordinary Merit) take great Delight in 
attacking eminent Characters. Though they 
well know they have excelled in a thouſand 

Virtues, yet, ſuch is their Baſeneſs, nothing can 
deter them from their miſchievous Attempts. 
— Whereas the former act quite other wiſe, 
for they ſeldom fall upon any but thoſe that are 

B glaring- 


glaringly faulty; in ſhort it may be properly 
ſaid, that the differ as much one from the 
other as the Judge and the Criminal, 

A Libel againſt any one is bad, but againſt 
a good Magiſtrate is one of the greateſt Of- 
fences, becauſe of the ill Conſequences that 
may enſue : Notwithſtanding, ſuch is the 
Temper of envious and malicious Men, where 
they have an Itch for Scribbling, and a De- 
fire to indulge their wicked Diſpoſitions, that 
they ſpend & greateſt Part of their Lives in 
writing Libels and Lampoons againſt the beſt 
Men of their Times, eſpecially againſt thoſe 
who are moſt conſpicuous in the State, (with- 
out any Intent to really reform, but only for 
the Sake of a few preſent Pence, or to gra- 
tify the meer Humour of being generally 
read) well knowing the Pleaſure the Gene- 
rality take in reading the mot ill-natured, 
ſcandalous Pieces that can be publiſhed. 

But ſuch was the Reſentment of the Romans 
againſt theſe vile Set of Men, that though, 
as Cicero tells us, there were but few capital 
Puniſhments in the Twelve Tables, the Perſon, 
who had by Libels or Lampoons taken away 
the good Name of another, was puniſhed with 
Death. Theſe and other Reflections occur'd 
to me upon reading a Letter firſt pybliſhed in a 
Weekly Paper, and fince quoted in one of the 
Magazines; where the Writer brings upon the 
Carpet two eminent Characters, whom he equal- 
ly charges with being Ambitious, but with dif- 
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TY 
ferent Views; the one principally to ſatisfy his 
Prodigality,the other his Auarice. The firſt, 
« ſays he, had a Mind almoſt more than hu- 
« man, a Comprehenſion that embrac'd the 
ce wholeCircle of poſſible Knowledge, and had 
ce traced out Paths before unknown to thoſe 
« .-who might come after him in the ſame 
« Purſuits. His Counterpart we will ſup- 
« poſe (ſays he) did never diſcover more 
* than a moderate Capacity, guarded all 
© round with much Form and Shew of De- 
« corum, which paſſed upon the World for 
« Dignity, and the Effect of real Greatneſs 
6 of Mind: Of his Taſte in the polite Arts, 
« no Man ever heard; his Knowledge of 
* Books, except the Books of his Profeſ- 
« ſion, was perfectly conceal'd from the 
« World; and if he had any great Penetra- 
tion into Nature, or uncommon Sagacity 
“ in his Judgment of the human Heart, it 
<* ſo ſeldom appear'd as not to be univerſally 
e acknowledged.” 
Thus he purſues his real and imagin 
Characters (as he calls them;) for, when he 
ſpeaks of the latter, he would be thought to 
act with much Caution, in Hopes that his 
Sting may ſtrike the deeper, not doubting 
but what * he has advanced will paſs for 
Truth, and thereby gladden his wicked Heart, 
thro' a Belief that he has in part deſtroyed . 
the Character of one who has for a long 
Series of Years ſtood high in the Opinion of 
"Wd Mankind : 


[ 4] 
Mankind: Yet I hope in the End he will 
find himſelf greatly miſtaken, and for that 
Purpoſe I ſhall here preſent you with fome 
Account of the Lives and Actions of theſe 
great Men, without labouring to heighten 
one Character, in order to leſſen the other: 
On the contrary, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
that they are beth meritorious, and that the 
Letter-Writer, in drawing the ſecond Cha- 
racter in the Manner he has done, has ſinned 
againſt Knowledge, which is the worſt of 


all Sins, 


Francis Bacon, the Glory of his Age, 
was born in the Year 1560, and. was Son of 
Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knt. Lord Keeper of 
the Great Seal of England, who early paſſed 
the Circle of the liberal Arts in Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, ander the Tuition of the 
renowned Dr. Whitgift, afterwards Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury. 

Queen Elizabeth took much Delight in 
diſcourſing with him, and was ſo well fatiſ-- 
fied with his Anſwers, that ſhe often called 
him her Young Lord Keeper; and, among 
other Queſtions, ſhe once aſked him, 
when a Boy, how old he was? and he an- 
ſwered, Two Years younger than your Ma- 
jeſty's happy Reign ; with which the Queer 
was greatly pleaſed. | 

The Reverend Doctor (1), who wrote his- 
* tells us, that when he was at the Uni- 

verſity, 
0 Rawly, his Chaplain. 


L134) 

verſity, and not above ſixteen Vears of Age, 
his Lordſhip firſt fell into a Diſlike of the 
Philoſophy of Ariftotle, not for the 
« Worthleſineſs of the Author, to whom 
<« he would ever aſcribe all high Attributes, 
but for the Unfruitfulneſs of the Way, be- 
ing a Philoſophy (as his Lordſhip uſed to 
« ſay) only ftrong for Diſputations and 
* Contentions, but barren of the Production 
« of Works for the Benefit of the Life of 
« Man; in which Mind he continued to his 
s dying Day. | 
From the Univerfity he paſted over to 
Paris, where he was ſome Time; and after 
his Return betook himſelf to the Study of 
the Common Law in Gray's-1nn, where he 
ſoon gained a very extenſive Knowledge 
therein, tho' he made that, as he himſelf 
faid, as an acceſſory and not as his principal 
Study. He had not been long called to the 
Bar, before he was generally diſtinguiſhed 
both for his great Learning and Manner of 
Addreſs, ſo that in a ſhort Time he was made 
one of the Queen's Learned Counſel; ſoon 
after which he built his elegant Chambers (1). 
The Doctor ſays „ © Tho! his Birth 

< and other Incidents gave him an Opportu- 
<< nity of being often in the Royal Preſence, 
and was honoured by being taken Notice 
f « of 


(z)-In Gray's-Inn, commonly called Lord .Bacen's 
Lodgings. . 


cc 
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of by the Queen both in private and pub- 
e lick, and frequently to be conſulted in 
Matters not only relating to his Profeſſion, 
<«« but alſo to the ordinary Affairs of State, 
< (tor he early gained the Reputation of be- 
ing a great Stateſman) yet, though ſhe 
* cheared him with the Bounty of her Coun- 
e tenance, ſhe never cheared him with the 
* Bounty of her Hand, fave that of giving 
« him the Reverſion of the Regiſters Of- 
« fice (1), worth 16001. a Year;” which 
made his Lordſhip ſay, as he waited near 
twenty Years for it, That it was like 


« another Man's Ground abutting upon his 


* Houſe, which might mend his Proſpect, 
« but did not fill his Barns,” 
The Reaſon that Queen E/zabeth did no 
more for him, is in ſome meaſure accounted 
for by the learned Doctor. It was ow- 
“ ing (ſays he) to the Arts and Policy of a 
„ great Stateſman to ſuppreſs and keep him 
« down, left, if he had riſen, he might 
e have abſcured his Glory. | 
Upon the coming in of Kang James I. he 
was ſoon taken notice of; for his Maſter 
raiſed and advanced him nine Times, fix 
Times in Office, and thrice in Dignity, 
which the Doctor thus deſcribes ; Iſt, One 
of his Council learned in the Law ; 11d, Sol- 
licitor-General ; IIId, Attorney-General ; 
IVth, Councellor of State; Vth, Lord Keeper; 
| | 'Vith, 
(1) In the Star-Chamber. 
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VIth, Lord High Chancellor of England: 
And the Dignities were theſe, Iſt, The 


- Honour of Knightho6d ; IId, Created Baron 


Verulam; IIId, Viſcount St. Alban. 

Ben Jobnſon, one of the famous Poets of 
his Time, thus addreſſed his Lordſhip, upon 
one of his Birth Days after he was made 
Lord High Chancellor, | 


Hail happy Genius of this antient Pile (1)! - 
How comes it all Things ſo about thee ſmile ? 


The Fire, the Mine, —tbe Men, and in the 


mi dſt . 
Thou flands, as if ſome Myſtery thou didſt: 
Pardon read it in thy Face—the Day 


For whoſe Returns and many,—all theſe pray. 


And, as a further Reward and Encourage» 


ment to his real and genuine Merit, he re- 


ceived from the Regiſter and Alienation Of- 
fices to the Amount of 1800l. a Year, which, 


with the Income of his own Lands and Poſ- 


ſeſſions, that amounted to a third Part of that 
Sum, he retained to his dying Day. This 
ſhews how much miſtaken our common 
Hiſtorians and their Copters have been, 
when they aſſerted, that, after his Lordſhip 
had loſt the Great Seal, he pined away, and 
died almoſt for Want. e 
In the firſt Part of his Lordſhip's Life, he 
entered into a married State, but by his Lady, 


Who 
(1) Yr; ork- Houſe, 


"$4 
who brought him an ample Fortune, he had 
no Children; upon which the Reverend 
Doctor remarks, that he had other Iflue to 
perpetuate his Name, that of his Brain, in 
which he was ever happy and admired. How 
he acted in his Office of Lord Chancellor our 
Hiſtorians, and particularly thoſe who have 
penn d his Life, have given a full Relation, 
to whom I ſhall refer. It is certain his Sun- 
ſhine of Fortune was followed by a Cloud. — 
Tho his Fall, however ſevere it was to his own 
Reflection, met with all the Alleviation that 
could poflibly attend it : For the King, tho' 
he could not preſerve him from Cenſure, not 
only immediately releaſed him from his Im- 
12283 but remitted the Fine, admitted 
im to Court, and granted him a full Par- 
don; and in the ſucceeding Reign he was 
ſummoned to Parliament. | 
Lord Bacon, being thus freed from his 
Attendance at Court, had Leiſure to apply 
himſelf wholly to thoſe Studies, which were, 
even in the buſy Part of his Life, his chief 
Delight; and the few remaining Years, after 
he had loſt the Seals, he ſpent in that Philo- 
ſophical Manner, which has ever been the 
Ambition and Wiſh of learned and good 
Men; and there is extant a remarkable Paſ- 
ſage in his Will, that fully ſhews his Love 
of Learning, My Name, and Memory, 
<« (fays my Lord) I leave to foreign Nations, 
and my own Countrymen ; after ſome 
| « Time 


te Time be paſſed over”: And the Time is 
come, agreeable to his Lordſhip's Prediction, 
for his Name and Memory is now as uni- 
verſally revered and reſpected at home (1), 
as it was before his Death in foreign Parts; 
an Inſtance of the latter I ſhall juſt men- 
tion. The Marquis D'Efiat, who con- 
ducted the Princeſs, Wife to King Charles I. 
to England, paid him a Viſit, and made him 
this Compliment :—© That he was like the 
« Angels, of whom we hear much, but ne- 
<« ver ſee them,” To which his Lordſhip 
modeſtly replied, © That, if the Charity of 
ce others compared him to an Angel, his own 
<« Infirmities taught him, that he was but a 
Man.” His Lordſhip was carried off th 
Stage of this Life, April 9, 1626. | 
He was certainly equal to the greateſt Men 
that have adorned the World, and perhaps 
ſurpaſſed by none. Learning is indebted to 


him for the nobleſt Diſcoveries in modern 


Philoſophy, to which he pointed the Way, 
by forſaking the Maze of the Schools, and 
founding Knowledge, not in Speculation only, 
but Experiments. (Vet one Thing was very 
remarkable of this great Man, that he fainted 
at every Lunary Eclipſe, and continued in that 
Condition till it was over.). Nor was his Lord- 


| ſhip leſs a Stateſman than a Philoſopher. 


C 


(1) Vide his Works lately publiſhed by an eminent 
8 and to be ſeen in moſt of the Libraries of the 
urious. | 


HY 


However, 


E wp i 
| Mets, his Want of Oeconomy might 
hurt his own Fortune, and involve him in 
— Cenſure; yet his Failings will be for- 
ot when his eminent Virtues are remem- 
ed, and his Name will be had in laſt- 
ing Veneration as long as Truth and Learning 
remain in the World. Thus I have given a 
ſhort Sketch of Lord Bacon's Life and Cha- 
racer, with no other View than, as before 
remarked, to pay a grateful Tribute to the 

Memory of ſo great a Man. 

Now as to the other noble Lord, who had 
likewiſe the Happineſs of being diſtinguiſhed, 
and moſt honourably preferred by two 
ſucceſſive Sovereign Princes, he had not 
the ſame Advantage of ſetting out in the 
World, with having, as the Letter-Writer 
truly ſays of Lord Bacon, © a Father almoſt 
« twenty Years Lord Keeper of the Great 
“ Seal, nor an Uncle Lord High Trea- 
* ſurer by the Mother's Side.” 
| But on the contrary, as Sbaleſpear ex- 
preſſes it upon another Occaſion, 


He was not profit by Anceſiry, whoſe Grace 
* Ghalks Succeſſcrs their M ay ;. nar called, up: 
« For 0 — done. to the Crawn'; neither 
4 To eminent Aﬀfitance : But, S Spiger-life, 
Out of, bis Self-drawn Web, that gives us 
Note, 


Ve Force of t his own Merit made his "a, 15 


— 
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He was the Son of a worthy private Gen- 
tleman, who cauſed him to be educated ſuit- 
able to the Profeſſion he deſign d him for; 
and at a proper Age was placed in one of the 
Inns of Court (1) : Where he diſcovered 4 
Genius equally bright, quick, and penetrat- 
ing, and early made a conſiderable Progreſs in 
his Studies, both in the Common and Statute 
Laws ; and being thus qualified he was called 
to the Bar ; and here he was ſoon taken notice 
of, not only for the Knowledge he had ac- 
quired in his Profeſſion, far beyond what 
could be expected from his Experience and 
Years, but alſo for his modeſt Addreſs; 
That was not all, for, during the Time 
he pleaded at the Bar with ſo much Di- 
ſtinction, he made another uſeful Branch 
Part of his Study, which was to be well ac- 
quainted with the Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try, and the Law of Nations; and what he 
received by Nature he continued to cultivate 
and improve by uſeful Learning, that gave 
aà Luſtre to his Actions; fo likewiſe, upon 
ſeveral important Occaſions, he ſhewed the 
Soundneſs of his judgment. No Won- 
der that a Gentleman thus qualified was pre- 
ferred ; for we find him made Sollicitor-Ge- 
neral (2), elected Member of Parliament, 
and the Honour of Knighthood conferred on 
him in a ſhort Space of Time, and very 
C 2 early 

(1) Middle-Temple. 
(2) Twenty. third of March, 17 19. 
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early in Life: He was then preferred to 
the Office of Attorney-General (1), which 
he ſuſtained upwards of eight Years, and diſ- 


charged himſelf therein with the utmoſt 


Faithfulneſs and Fidelity to the Crown, and 


without oppreſſing in the leaſt any of 
his Majeſty's Subjects, that were ſo unfortu- 
tunate as to labour under Proſecutions : And 
it was then generally allowed, that his Ad- 
dreſs was eaſy, his Aſpect gracious and man- 
ly, joined with a clear and ſonorous Voice : 
So that, in reſpect to his Conduct during this 
Period, that might be juſtly applied to him 


that was ſaid of the late Lord Chancellor 


Harcourt, in the Introduction to his Patent 
for creating him a Peer. 
His Faculty of ſpeaking was ſo full of 


« Vivacity, that many doubted whether he 


«© was fitter to manage Cauſes in the lower 
“ Court, or to ſpeak before a full Parlia- 
« ment: But it was unanimouſly confeſs'd 
« by all, that among the Lawyers he was 
« the moſt eloquent Orator, and among the 
e Orators the moſt able Lawyer. —Whom 
ce therefore, furniſhed with ſuch great Endow- 
« ments of Mind, it is not without Reaſon, 
« that-all Clients wiſh'd for him to defend 

te their Cauſe.” 
His Lordſhip, before he ſuſtained either of 
the laſt-mentioned Offices, intermarried with 
a Lady 


(x) Thirty-firſt of January, 1723. 


ME 
a Lady (1), nearly related to one who had for 
a Time filled the Seat, with the higheſt 
Honour, that Lord Bacon once preſided in, 
and by this Lady he is bleſs'd with fix Chil- 
dren ſeveral of whom now make a great 
Figure in Life. 
And ſuch was the Honour of his Lordſhip, 
upon a very remarkable Occaſion, when a 
Proſecution was ſet on foot againſt a late 
Chancellor, tho' he was propoſed to be one 
of the Managers, and was then Attorney- 
General, inſtead of accepting it, he publickly 
acknowledged the great Obligation he was 
under to the unhappy Lord, and begg'd Leave 
to decline it, which was granted him ; and I 
doubt not but all will allow, that that was 
a ſtrong Evidence of the Greatneſs of his 
Mind, and the Gratitude of his Heart. 
But, to follow this great Man, another 
Preferment he met with was that of being 
called to the Degree of Serjeant at Law, and 
placed · in the higheſt Seat of Juſtice next the 
Chancery, and likewiſe had the Honour of 
being created a Peer, about the Time that 
another Right Honourable and very eminent 
Gentleman, his intimate and particular Friend, 
was not only created a Peer, but con ſtituted 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, 
which was ſo grateful to this moſt noble 
Lord, that he ſhewed it in the Compli- 
ments he paid him; and that Lord was ſo 


2 
(1) Ninth of May, 1719. al 


1 * 
ſenſible of it, that this was his Reply to his 
Lordſhip, as I have been informed, 


LAUDAMUR TE LAUDANTE® ViRo. 


There this great Perſonage preſided till the 
Death of that noble Lord, where he diſ- 
charged his Truſt in the Opinion of all with 
the greateſt Reputation; and, during the Time 
he preſided there, he was univerſally eſteem- 
ed and honoured, as well for his great Know- 
ledge in the Laws of his Cy, and the 
Practice of the Court, as for his polite Behavi- 
out to all whoſe Affairs required their Attend- 
ance upon his Lordſhip either in publick or 
private : And,without 3 diminiſh- 
ing the Characters of any of his renowned 
Predeceſſors, he ſnewed by his Actions, that 
his great Abilities were equal to any that had 
gone before him; and, when he was removed 
to ſuſtain a higher Office, his Loſs was gene- 
rally regretted by the Bar, the Miniſters, 
Officers, and Suitots of the Court, and no- 
thing could alleviate their Concern on the 
Occafioh, but his Majeſty's Goodneſs in 
placing the preſent Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman in his ſtead : So likewiſe a very great 
Concern was expreſſed by the whole Nation 
for the Death of the noble Lord juſt ſpoke 
of; and what could have diſpelled the 
Uneaſineſs of the People, or repaired that 
great Loſs to the Kingdom in general, 2 

6 that 
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that of appointing ſo worthy a Succeſſor 
which gave much Content and Pleaſure to 
all honeſt Men ? 

Aſter his Lordſhip was thus preferred to 
the higheſt Office in the Law, he carneſtly 
ſet about to reform ſuch Abuſes as ſtill re- 
main'd in the Court, in which he had the 
Happineſs in a great degree to ſucceed, and 
has all along acted in this eminent Station with 
Integrity, Moderation, Candour, and the ut- 
moſt Diſintereſtedneſs; witneſs the Decrees 
his Lordſhip has made in ſome of the moſt 
intricate Cauſes that ever were brought 
into that Court, wherein he has evidenced 
his maſterly Abilities, ftrong Senſe, great 
Penetration into. Nature, and uncommon 
Judgment of the human Heart. I fay, 
thoſe Decrees alone will ſtand laſting Mo- 
numents of his Worth and Goodneſs, as long 
as Juſtice and Equity continue among us ; and 
it may be further ſaid of his Lordſhip, that 
he has daily diſpatched a Multitude of Suits 
in Chancery, and removed, after the Example 
of his worthy Predeceſſor, many Obſtacles 
that has delay'd Judgraent in that Court ; 
and, without Vanity, it may be_ likewiſe 
faid, his Lordſhip, by his Actions, has 
fully demonſtrated, that he has all the Quali- 
fications Sir John Davys ſays is requiſite to 
make a. good Chancellor (1), and that the 

Lines 
(1) 4 That, beſides his natural Faculties and Powers 
of Mind, he ſhould be furniſhed with all L__— 


EF 1] 
Lines in the Diſpenſary may be very juſtly 
applied to him. 


Whene er he ſpeaks, Heav'n's ! how the liſt ning 
 Throng | 

Dells in the melting Mufick of his Tongue. 

His Arguments are the Emblems of his Mien, 

Mild, but not faint ; and forcing, tho ſerene ; 

And when the Pow'r of Eloquence, he'd try; 

Here Light'ning ſtrikes you, there ſoft Breezes 


Agb. | 
The Compliment paid to his Lordſhip by 


a learned Gentleman, after the Nation had 


experienced his wiſe and equal Adminiſtra- 
tion, I apprehend to be extremely right, and 
therefore I ſhall here repeat it. | 
The Publick, my Lord, has ſometimes 
« lamented, that the higheſt Offices of the 


« Law 


ce that has any relation to the publick Good; Divini- 
&« ty, Law, Policy, Morality, and eſpecially Elo- 
« quence, to impart and communicate all the reſt ; 
< he ſhould have a long and univerſal Experience in all 
« the Affairs of the Common-wealth ; he ſhould be 
& accompliſhed and abſolute in all Points of Gravity, 
« Wiſdom, Temperance, Juſtice, Piety, Integri- 
cc ty, and all other Virtues, fit for Magiſtracy 
« and Government; yet ſo as the ſame be ſeaſoned 
« and tempered with Afﬀability, Gentleneſs, Good- 
<< neſs, Courteſy ; however, without deſcending and 
ec diminiſhing himſelf, but till retaining his Dignity, 
c State, and Honour. Briefly, he muſt be a Perſon 
<« of ſuch Virtue and Worthineſs as his Life may be 
« without Cenſure, and his Example a Mirror to all 
c other Magiſtrates.“ 


2 
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te Law have been conferred on Perſons in the 
ce Decline of Life, more out of, Regard to 
« paſt Services than the Expectation of fu- 
cc ture; but the Vigour of your Lordſhip's 
« Age and Conſtitution promiſes a long Con- 
« tinuance of the publick Benefits already 
« derived from your Adminiſtration ; the 
« happy Effects of which have rendered it 
« the conſtant Prayer of all honeſt Men, 
ce that you may long live in the Enjoyment 
« of your preſent Dignity, with the ſame 
« Abilities and Capacity to adorn it.“ 

We next find his Lordſhip ſuſtaining an- 
other ſupreme Office, where, in the Opinion 
of all (except thoſe of the Letter-Writer's 
Stamp) he executed thegreat Authority where- 
with he was inveſted, with the utmoſt Juſtice, 
Humanity, and Impartiality ; infomuch that 
there was not the leaſt Objection to any Part of 
his Lordſhip's Conduct, but on the contrary, 
his compaſſionate Diſpoſition to the diſtreſſed 
more evidently appeared, as well upon the 
Trials of the unhappy Lords, as from the 
moving and eloquent Speeches he made 
to them at the Time of paſſing Sentence: 
In ſhort, he behaved with ſo much Grace, 
Dignity and Politeneſs upon thoſe me- 
lancholy Occaſions, that it became a Que- 
ſtion, Whether his Lordſhip adorned his 
high Office, or his high Office adorned 


him ? 
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Nor are thoſe that I have mentioned the 
as Offices his Lordſhip ſuſtained, for he 
has been entruſted with the Government 
of the Kingdom more than once, in Com- 
miſſion with other noble Lords, (during his 
Majeſty's Abſence abroad) of which, with 
equal Honour and Integrity, he acquitted 
himſelf to the Satisfaction of all good Sub- 
jects. I ſhall not enter into an Enquiry, 
touching his Lordſhip's Conduct either in 
Parhament or as a Stateſman ; becauſe I ap- 
prehend that a more proper Work for Hi- 
ſtory to enumerate, than a Letter. How- 
ever, for your preſent Information, I refer 
you to his elegant Speeches, upon ſeveral im- 
portant Occaſions, which will much better 
ſpeak this noble Lord's real Sentiments than 
any thing that I can relate. But thus far I 
muſt obſerve, that ſo much has his ſteady 
Behaviour, in every Station of Life, gained 
the Affection of the People, that the bare 
Report fome Time fince, of his Lordſhip's 
Removal from the high Dignity he now en- 
Joys, gave much Concern to all who were beſt 
capable of knowing his true Worth : And no 
ſooner was that Report contradicted, than 
there appeared as much Joy and Satisfaction 
in every Face, as before of Sorrow and Diſ- 
content. Surely this fully demonſtrates — 

Senſe the Nation had of his Lordſhip's grea 
Merit, and how fit he is to preſide in the 
facred Seat of Juſtice; and it is the Hopes 
and 
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and Wiſhes of all thinking Men, that h 


will for many Years ſo continue. And it. 


is well known, notwithſtanding the mali- 
tious Inſinuations of the*Letter-Writer, that 
his Lordſhip was never ambitious of appear- 
ing in every Thing, but (to uſe his own 
«* Words) to prevail in great Things, and 
© not to be a Figure among Cyphers,” but 
a Figure among able Men; and that his 
dne Deſire of poſſeſſing of the van- 
tage Ground, of approaching the Preſence 
of Kings and other principal Perſons, was 
not ſo much for himſelf, as that of having 
a better Opportunity of doing Good to the 
People in general, in return for the Love 
and Affection they have ſeveral times expreſ- 
ſed for him. {rs | 

The Lelter-Mriter blames the one (Lord 
Bacon) for want of Family Oeconomy, the 
other for Avarice, who has uſed Oeconomy 
all his Life-time, and yet lived ſuitable to 
his different Stations in the World, but till 
his Lordſhip muſt be blamed ; which puts me 
in Mind of an Article of Impeachment once 
exhibited againſt a great Miniſter, for keep- 
ing too great a Court in the King's Abſence, 
which cauſed this Remark : * If he had kept 
“none, he would very likely have been im- 
*« peached for being a Miſer; fo that, let 
great Perſonages ; ſplendid or cloſe, 
the cenſorious Multitude will be always 
** carping.” {7-8 Os 
N D 2 Thus 
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Thus have I likewiſe given you a ſhort 
Sketch of Part of the Life and Actions of 
the other noble Lord, with no other Deſign 
than to join in the grateful Acknowledgments 
of my Countrymen, for the important Services 
he has rendered the Publick, by an honour- 
able and faithful Diſcharge of the different 
high Truſts that have been repoſed in him ; 
and I take myſelf to be juſtified in what I 
have here laid before you even from the O- 
pinion of the incomparable Lord Bacon, 
who allows, that Obſervations upon great 
Men's Lives and Characters, if penned as 
they ought to be, (which I do not preſume to 
ſay I have altogether done) aremore beneficial 
and uſeful to a Reader, than either Chronology 
or Narration: But his Lordſhip, . whilſt liv- 
ing, always deteſted drawing an imaginary 
Contraſt of Characters, with the View I 
have mentioned in the firſt Part of my Let- 
ter; and the fame Indignation has been ex- 
preſſed, againſt ſuch a wicked and ungenerous 
Way of Writing, by other moſt celebrated 
Authors; particularly Sir Richard Steel, upon 
the like Occaſion, expreſſes himſelf as fol- 
lows —< The happieſt Climate does not pro- 
<< duce all Things, and it was ſo ordered, 
«« that one Part of the Earth ſhould want 
« the Product of another, for the uniting 
Mankind in a general Correſpondence and 
« good — It is therefore want 
of good Senſe, as well as of good Nature, 

cc to 
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« to ſay, Simplicius has a better Judgment, 
« but not ſo much Wit as Latius; for that 
ee theſe have not each others Capacities i is no 
* more a Diminution to either, than if you 
* ſhould ſay, Simplicius is not Latius, or 
* Latius is not Semplicius.” 

The Letter-Writer, I make no doubt, 
will find himſelf greatiy diſappointed, in the 
Hopes he had conceived of having pleaſed 
a third noble Lord, in the Compliments he 
has paid him, in the latter Part of his Let- 

; for that Lord well knows, that no ho- 
neſt Man thinks the better of any one 
for the Panegyrick beſtowed on him in ſuch 
Pieces, no more than he will think thoſe 
leſſened by any Invectives fuch - Writers can 
throw out againſt them; for Sir Richard 
Steel juſtly obſerves, © That a Hero, or Pa- 
e tron, in a Libel, is but a Scavenger to 
carry off the Dirt, and by that Employ- 
ment is the filthieſt Creature in the Street.” 

But ſtill Charity cauſes us to fancy, 
that this was the Lerter-Mriter's firſt At- 
tempt, to aſperſe great Characters, and that, 
upon a ſecond Conſideration, he will be 
brought to ſee the Error he has been guilty 
of; if that ſhould be the Caſe, and he has 
really ſome Grace left in him, then it 
is to be hoped, that he will act like the 
ſtricken Deer, Go weep ! 

As to the other Part of the Letter, that is 
Foreign to what was the Cauſe for taking up 


_ 
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my Pen, I leave the Letter-Writer to make 
as much as he can of it; for, J aſſure him, 
J abhor Corruption, an love: Oeconomy in I 5 
the State, as much as he does. 
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